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NCI Filter Ethics Committee
Ethics Screening Form: Exemption or Expedited Review (Student Projects)

Project Title and Contact Information
	Name 
	

	Student Number 
	

	Programme of Study 
	

	Email address
	

	Supervisor 
	



	Title of Research Project

	



I wish to apply for:
☐ Exemption from ethical review – proceed to Section B
☐ Expedited ethical review – proceed to Section C

Section B: Application for Exemption from Ethical Review
1. Please indicate the basis on which an exemption from ethical review is sought (tick all that apply):
☐ The project does not involve human participants or identifiable personal data.
☐ The project involves secondary analysis of anonymized, publicly available data only.
☐ The project involves analysis of other publicly available data sources only (e.g. published financial reports, annual statements, case studies based solely on public sources).
☐ The project involves systematic review/meta-analysis and/or other purely conceptual or theoretical work; no primary data collection is required.
☐ Ethical approval has been provided by another recognized ethics committee (Note: A copy of the relevant ethical approval letter must be provided with this application).
Proceed to Section D: Declaration



Section C: Application for Expedited Review
1. Please confirm that the project falls in Risk Category A (see NCI Ethics Guidelines) and meets ALL the following criteria (tick to confirm):

☐ All research participants are adults (aged 18+)
☐ The project does not recruit research participants that belong to any vulnerable groups
☐ Data collection relates to non-sensitive topics, and no sensitive personal data is collected
☐ Research does not involve risk of psychological risk or mental distress, physical stress or discomfort, or any other risk to participants.
☐ The study does not involve deception.
☐ There is no power imbalance between the researcher and research participants.
☐ There are no conflicts of interest.
☐ There is no reputational risk to individuals or organisations.

2. Please confirm that you have read the NCI Ethical Guidelines for Research (see NCI Research Ethics Policy)
☐ Yes	☐ No

3. How will data be collected? (tick any that apply)
☐ Interviews or focus groups
☐ Surveys or questionnaires
☐ Experiments or behavioural interventions
☐ Secondary data analysis (non-publicly available data)
☐ Other (specify): ________________________________________________________________

4. Participants: Who will take part in the research? (tick any that apply)
☐ Adults (18+) 
☐ Employees recruited through their employer (note: full ethical review may be required)
☐ Your own colleagues, manager, or direct reports (note: full ethical review may be required)
☐ No human participants

5. Data Protection: Does the project collect or use the following? (tick any that apply) Note full ethical review may be required
☐ Names, email addresses, or other identifiable personal information
☐ Demographic information that may identify individuals
☐ Sensitive personal data (e.g. health, trauma, illegal behaviour etc.)
☐ Audio or video recordings of participants
☐ Confidential organizational data

6. Please provide a brief description of the proposed project (aims and objectives, methodology, sample and sample size, study procedures, data analysis methods) (max. 300 words):


7. Please confirm that informed consent will be obtained from all human participants using the templates provided for Participant Information Leaflets and Consent Forms:
☐ Yes
☐ Not appliable (no data collected from human participants)

8. Please confirm that participation is voluntary:
☐ Yes
☐ Not appliable (no data collected from human participants)

9. Please confirm that participants can withdraw from your study without penalty:
☐ Yes
☐ Not appliable (no data collected from human participants)

10. Please confirm that the research is unlikely to involve any foreseeable risk to participants, beyond the level experienced in everyday life:
☐ Yes
☐ Not appliable (no data collected from human participants)



Section D: Declaration

Student Declaration: Based on the information provided above, I believe this project is:

☐ Exempt from ethical review
☐ Minimal risk – suitable for expedited review
☐ Higher risk – requires full ethics committee review

Student/Researcher Signature:
Date:

Supervisor Declaration: Based on the information provided above, I confirm this project is:

☐ Exempt from ethical review
☐ Minimal risk – suitable for expedited review
☐ Higher risk – requires full ethics committee review

Supervisor Signature:
Date:
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